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Franks offered 


$5 million to 
carry his child, 
ex-aide says 


BY JULIET LINDERMAN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON « A former aide to for- 
mer Rep. Trent Franks, R-Ariz., has 
told the Associated Press the congress- 
man repeatedly pressed her to carry his 
child, at one point offering her $5 mil- 

lion to act as a surrogate 


7 a mother. 
i The eight-term law- 


— ~ maker abruptly resigned 
W ar | Friday, bowing to an ul- 
Te timatum from House 

F | Speaker Paul Ryan, R- 

Franks Wis. Ryan told Franks 

that he would refer the 

allegations to the Ethics Committee 
and urged him to step aside. 

The former staffer said the congress- 
man asked at least four times if she’d 
be willing to act as a surrogate in ex- 
change for money. Franks, in his state- 
ment announcing his resignation, said 
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Moore accuser 
says she wrote 
part of yearbook 
inscription 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER 
Washington Post 


One of the women who has accused 
Senate candidate Roy Moore of Ala- 
bama of sexual misconduct acknowl- 
edged Friday that she incorrectly de- 
scribed Moore’s inscription in her high 
school yearbook. 
ES Beverly Young Nel- 
` ~ son was not among the 
N % five women who have 
p told The Washington 
Post that Moore pursued 
Í them when they were 
Moore teenagers. She came for- 
ward later with attorney 
Gloria Allred. 

In an interview on ABC’s “Good 
Morning America” on Friday, Nelson 
clarified that she had added notes to 
what she said was Moore’s inscription 


Ji 
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Stanton 
rejects trade 
to Cardinals 


SPORTS 


DOWNTOWN 
APARTMENT 
TOWER PLANNED 


BY LISA BROWN AND JACOB BARKER 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


A 33-story apartment tower planned 
for downtown St. Louis across from 
Busch Stadium and within walking dis- 
tance of the Gateway Arch is the lat- 
est big development proposed for the 
southern edge of downtown near the 
stadium. 

A development group that includes 
Chesterfield-based HDA Architects 
has submitted preliminary plans for the 
project at 300 South Broadway to the 


ait 


Te 


notice 
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ment building designed by HDA Architects. 


ROBERT COHEN e rcohen@post-dispatch.com 
This St. Louis Community College building, situated across the street from Busch 
Stadium, would be replaced by a 33-story apartment building. 


city’s Preservation Board, according to 
an agenda for the board’s Dec. 18 meet- 


g. 

Plans call for the demolition of a 
six-story building owned by St. Louis 
Community College to make way for 
the new construction. The building 
isn’t on the National Register of His- 
toric Places, but it is within a preserva- 
tion district that requires review by the 
city’s Preservation Board. 

HDA Architects declined Friday to 
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Suspect 

in killing of 
officer won't 
face death 
penalty 


McCulloch’s decision 
outrages widow 


X 


Trenton Forster 
Charged with 
first-degree 
murder and armed 


Blake Snyder 
Killed while 
responding to a 
disturbance call on 


criminal action Oct. 6, 2016 
BY JOEL CURRIER 
AND CHRISTINE BYERS 


St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


CLAYTON « St. Louis County prose- 
cutors said Friday that they would not 
seek a death sentence for Trenton For- 
ster in the shooting death of St. Louis 
County Police Officer Blake Snyder. 

A judge Friday set Forster’s trial date 
for Feb. 4, 2019. 

St. Louis County Prosecutor Rob- 
ert McCulloch said in a statement that 
his decision came after “a complete 
examination and reexamination of all 
evidence in this case” He said he “can- 
not elaborate on the decision,” citing 
ethical rules for prosecutors. He said he 
had met with and discussed his deci- 
sion with Snyder’s family. 

Snyder’s widow, Elizabeth Snyder, 
said Friday that she was outraged by 
McCulloch’s decision. 

“What message is being sent to soci- 
ety, to law enforcement and criminals 
by not seeking the death penalty? It’s 
saying police officers’ lives are cheap 
and unimportant and don’t matter,’ 
Elizabeth Snyder said. 

She wouldn’t discuss the reasons 
McCulloch gave when he met with her. 
She said her brother, a St. Louis County 
police officer, shared her sentiments on 
McCulloch’s decision. 

Forster, 19, is charged with 


See SNYDER ° Page A5 


Agencies look to 
combat Big River 
erosion, lead 
contamination 


BY BRYCE GRAY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


PARK HILLS e Though it winds 
through a watershed that’s about as 
hilly and forested as any in Missouri’s 
Ozark region, the Big River is not ex- 
actly a destination for float trips or 
other recreational pursuits. 

People who do take to its water are 
met with advisories not to eat the fish. 
And long gone are the days when its 
freshwater mussels were collected and 
made into buttons, with populations of 
those and other bottom-dwelling spe- 
cies, such as crayfish, dwindling over 
the years. 

That’s because the Big River cuts 
through the heart of Missouri’s Lead 
Belt, which once supported the globe’s 
most prolific concentration of lead 
mines — an industry that experts say 
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